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2c. Can find words in a text that most closely match the meaning of a given word –
Test 3
Read the text and answer the questions below. Use the spaces provided to write your
answers or put a tick in the correct box.

One afternoon, when Bruno came home from school, he was surprised to find Maria, the
family’s maid – who always kept her head bowed and never looked up from the carpet –
standing in his bedroom, pulling all his belongings out of the wardrobe and packing them
in four large wooden crates, even the things he’d hidden at the back that belonged to him
and were nobody else’s business.
‘What are you doing?’ he asked in as polite a tone as he could muster, for although he
wasn't happy to come home and find someone going through his possessions, his mother
had always told him that he was to treat Maria respectfully and not just imitate the way
Father spoke to her. ‘You take your hands off my things.’
Maria shook her head and pointed towards the staircase behind him, where Bruno's
mother had just appeared. She was a tall woman with long red hair that she bundled into
a sort of net behind her head, and she was twisting her hands together nervously as if
there was something she didn't want to have to say or something she didn't want to have
to believe.
(‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ by John Boyne)

1. In the first paragraph, which word means the same as stooped?

___________________________________
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2. ‘…his mother had always told him that he was to treat Maria respectfully… ’
Which word is closest in meaning to the word respectfully?

Tick one
innocently

courteously

quietly

inoffensively

3. Look at the passage below.
Circle the word that is closest in meaning to mimic.
‘What are you doing?’ he asked in as polite a tone as he could muster, for
although he wasn't happy to come home and find someone going through
his possessions, his mother had always told him that he was to treat Maria
respectfully and not just imitate the way Father spoke to her. ‘You take your
hands off my things.’

4. Look at the third paragraph. Which word is closest in meaning to tied?

_____________________________________
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Answers:
1.
2.
3.
4.

bowed
courteously
imitate
bundled
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